WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of collecting contact information for a plurality of individuals and 
permission to contact said individuals, comprising: 

issuing a plurality of event access documents, said event access 
documents providing access to an event, each of said event access documents having a 
unique value provided thereon; 

providing notice to a plurality of attendees attending said event that 
the unique value provided on one or more of said event access documents may be used to 
collect a prize and instructing said attendees to visit a specified website to determine 
prize eligibility; 

collecting information from each of said attendees visiting said 
specified website, said information comprising contact information for the website 
visiting attendee, a grant or denial of permission to contact the website visiting attendee, 
and the unique value provided on the event access document used by the website visiting 
attendee; 

storing at least a part of the collected information; and 
informing each of the website visiting attendees of whether the 

unique value provided on the event access document used by the website visiting 

attendee entitles that website visiting attendee to collect a prize. 

2. A method according to claim 1 , said contact information comprising an 
electronic mail address of the website visiting attendee and said permission comprising 
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permission to contact the website visiting attendee by electronic mail. 



3. A method according to claim 1, said contact information comprising a 
telephone number of the website visiting attendee and said permission comprising 
5 permission to contact the website visiting attendee by telephone. 



4. A method according to claim 1 , said contact information comprising a street 
address of the website visiting attendee and said permission comprising permission to 
contact the website visiting attendee by physical mail. 

10 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein the unique value provided on each of 
said event access documents may be used to collect a prize, said informing step further 
comprising informing each of the website visiting attendees of a prize corresponding to 
the unique value provided on the event access document used by the website visiting 

1 5 attendee. 



6. A method according to claim 5, wherein the prizes corresponding to each of 
the unique values fall into two or more categories. 

7. A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of evaluating the 
information collected from each of said website visiting attendees against variable criteria 
and sending an error message to any said website visiting attendee from which 
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information not meeting said variable criteria was collected. 

8. A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of evaluating the 
information collected from each of said website visiting attendees and sending a duplicate 
information message to any said website visiting attendee from which duplicate 
information was collected. 

9. A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of providing 
redemption data to each of the website visiting attendees entitled to collect a prize, said 
redemption data indicating how the prize corresponding to the event access docxmient 
used by the website visiting attendee can be redeemed. 

10. A method according to claim 9, said redemption data including a hyperlink to 
a redemption web page through which the prize can be redeemed. 

1 1. A method according to claim 1, said storing step further comprising storing 
said at least a part of the collected information in a relational database. 

12. A method according to claim 1, said collecting step further comprising 
providing data for creating a registration web page to each of said website visiting 
attendees, said registration web page being adapted to facilitate the input of said 
information by the website visiting attendee. 
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13. A method according to claim 12, said registration web page comprising one or 
more text boxes and a submit button. 

14. A method according to claim 1, said informing step further comprising 
providing data for creating a prize web page to each of said website visiting attendees 
entitled to collect a prize, said prize web page being adapted to display the prize 
corresponding to the unique number provided on the event access document used by the 
website visiting attendee. 

15. A method according to claim 14, each said prize web page including 
redemption data indicating how the displayed prize can be redeemed. 

16. A method according to claim 15, said redemption data including a hyperlink 
to a redemption web page through which the displayed prize can be redeemed. 

17. A method of collecting contact information for a plurality of individuals and 
permission to contact said individuals, comprising: 

providing a website accessible over an electronic network; 

collecting information from each of a plurality of event attendees 
visiting said website, said event attendees having attended an event and having used an 
event access document having a unique value provided thereon to gain access to said 
event, said information including contact information for the event attendee, a grant or 
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denial of permission to contact the event attendee, and the unique value provided on the 
event access document used by the event attendee; 

storing at least a part of said information for each said event 

attendee; and 

5 informing each of said event attendees of whether the unique value 

provided on the event access document used by the event attendee entitles the event 
attendee to collect a prize. 



18. A method according to claim 17, said contact information comprising an 
10 electronic mail address of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission 
to contact the event attendee by electronic mail. 



19. A method according to claim 17, said contact information comprising a 
telephone number of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to 
1 5 contact the event attendee by telephone. 



20. A method according to claim 17, said contact information comprising a street 
address of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to contact the 
event attendee by physical mail. 

20 

21, A method according to claim 17, said collecting step further comprising 
providing one or more registration wth pages to each of said event attendees, said one or 
more registration web pages being adapted to receive said information, wherein the event 
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attendee inputs said information into said one or more registration web pages. 

22. A method according to claim 17, wherein the unique value provided on the 
event access document used by each of said event attendees may be used collect a prize, 

5 said informing step further comprising informing each of said event attendees of a prize 
corresponding to the unique value provided on the event access document used by the 
event attendee. 

23. A method according to claim 21, wherein the prizes corresponding to each of 
the unique values fall into two or more categories. 

24. A method according to claim 17, further comprising the steps of evaluating 
the information collected from each of the event attendees against variable criteria and 
providing an error web page to any of said event attendees from which information not 
meeting said variable criteria was collected. 

25. A method according to claim 17, further comprising the steps of evaluating 
the information collected from each of the event attendees and providing a duplicate 
information web page to any of the event attendees from which duplicate information has 
been collected. 

26. A method according to claim 17, further comprising the step of providing a 
prize web page to each of the event attendees entitled to collect a prize, said prize web 
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pages including redemption data indicating how the prize can be redeemed. 

27. A method according to claim 26, said redemption data including a hyperlink 
to a redemption web page through which the prize can be redeemed, 

5 

28. A method according to claim 17, said storing step further comprising storing 
said at least a part of the collected information for each said event attendee in a relational 
database. 

10 29. A method according to claim 17, further comprising the step of providing 

redemption data to each of the event attendees entitled to collect a prize, said redemption 
data indicating how the prize can be redeemed. 

30. A method according to claim 29, said redemption data including a hyperlink 
15 to a redemption web page through which the prize can be redeemed. 

3 1 . An apparatus for collecting contact information for a plurality of individuals 
and permission to contact said individuals, comprising: 

one or more servers, said one or more servers hosting a website 
20 accessible over an electronic network, said website having one or more registration web 
pages for collecting information from each of a plurality of event attendees, said event 
attendees having attended an event and having used an event access document having a 
unique value provided thereon to gain access to said event, said information including 
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contact information for the event attendee, a grant or denial of permission to contact the 
event attendee, and the unique value provided on the event access document used by the 
event attendee; 

a database provided in said one or more servers, said database 
5 storing at least a part of said collected information and an indication for each of said 
unique values of v^hether the unique value corresponds to a prize; 

said one or more servers informing each of said event attendees of 
whether the imique value provided on the event access document used by the event 
attendee corresponds to a prize. 

10 

32. An apparatus according to claim 31, said website having one or more prize 
web pages for informing each of said event attendees of whether the unique value 
provided on the event access document used by the event attendee corresponds to a prize. 

15 33 . An apparatus according to claim 32, wherein the unique value provided on 

each of said event access documents corresponds to a prize. 

34. An apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the prizes corresponding to each 
of the unique values fall into two or more categories. 

20 

35. An apparatus according to claim 33, wherein said one or more prize web 
pages provided to each of said event attendees includes redemption data indicating how 
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the corresponding prize can be redeemed. 



36. An apparatus according to claim 35, said redemption data including a 
hyperlink to a redemption web page through which the corresponding prize can be 
5 redeemed. 



37. An apparatus according to claim 31, said one or more servers having 
electronic mail software, said one or more servers generating and transmitting to each of 
said event attendees an electronic mail message informing the event attendee of whether 

1 0 the unique value provided on the event access document used by the event attendee 
corresponds to a prize. 

38. An apparatus according to claim 37, wherein the unique value provided on 
each of said event access documents corresponds to a prize. 

15 

39. An apparatus according to claim 38, wherein the prizes corresponding to each 
of the unique values fall into two or more categories. 



40. An apparatus according to claim 38, wherein said electronic mail message 
20 includes redemption data indicating how the corresponding prize can be redeemed, 

41 . An apparatus according to claim 40, said redemption data including a 
hyperlink to a redemption web page through which the corresponding prize can be 
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redeemed. 



42. An apparatus according to claim 31, said contact information comprising an 
electronic mail address of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission 
to contact the event attendee by electronic mail. 

43. An apparatus according to claim 31, said contact information comprising a 
telephone number of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to 
contact the event attendee by telephone. 

44. An apparatus according to claim 31, said contact information comprising a 
street address of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to contact 
the event attendee by physical mail. 

45. An apparatus according to claim 31, said one or more servers having data 
evaluation software, said data evaluation software being adapted to evaluate the 
information collected from each of said event attendees against variable criteria and send 
an error message to any said event attendee from which information not meeting said 
variable criteria was collected. 

46. An apparatus according to claim 45, said data evaluation software being 
further adapted to evaluate the information collected from each of said event attendees 
and send a duplicate information message to any said event attendee from which 
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duplicate information was collected. 

47. An apparatus according to claim 31, said database comprising a relational 
database management system. 

48. A method of collecting contact information for a plurality of individuals 
and permission to contact said individuals, comprising: 

collecting information from each of a plurality of event attendees 
over an electronic network, said event attendees having attended an event and having 
used an event access document having a unique value provided thereon to gain access to 
said event, said information including contact information for the event attendee, a grant 
or denial of permission to contact the event attendee, and the unique value provided on 
the event access document used by the event attendee; 

storing at least a part of said information for each said event 

attendee; and 

informing each of said event attendees over said electronic 
network of whether the unique value provided on the event access document used by the 
event attendee entitles the event attendee to collect a prize, 

49. A method according to claim 48, said contact information comprising an 
electronic mail address of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission 
to contact the event attendee by electronic mail 
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50. A method according to claim 48, said contact information comprising a 
telephone number of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to 
contact the event attendee by telephone. 



5 51 . A method according to claim 48, said contact information comprising a 

street address of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to contact 
the event attendee by physical mail. 

52. A method according to claim 48, wherein the unique value provided on 
10 the event access document used by each of said event attendees may be used collect a 
prize, said informing step further comprising informing each of said event attendees of a 
prize corresponding to the unique value provided on the event access document used by 
the event attendee. 

15 53. A method according to claim 52, said informing step further comprising 

providing redemption data to each of said event attendees indicating how the 
corresponding prize can be redeemed. 

54. A method according to claim 52, wherein the prizes corresponding to each 
20 of the unique values fall into two or more categories. 

55. A method according to claim 48, further comprising the steps of 
evaluating the information collected from each of the event attendees against variable 
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criteria and providing an error message over said electronic network to any of said event 
attendees from which information not meeting said variable criteria was collected. 

56. A method according to claim 48, further comprising the steps of 

5 evaluating the information collected from each of the event attendees and providing a 
duplicate information message over said electronic network to any of the event attendees 
from which duplicate information has been collected. 

57. A method according to claim 48, said storing step further comprising 
10 storing said at least a part of the collected information for each said event attendee in a 

relational database. 

58. A method according to claim 48, further comprising the step of providing 
redemption data to each of the event attendees entitled to collect a prize, said redemption 

1 5 data indicating how the prize can be redeemed. 

59. A method according to claim 48, further comprising the step of providing 
one or more servers, said one or more servers being adapted to perform said collecting, 
storing and performing steps. 

20 

60. A method according to claim 59, said step of providing one or more 
servers further comprising providing said one or more servers with a relational database 
management system. 
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61. An apparatus for collecting contact information for a plurality of 
individuals and permission to contact said individuals, comprising: 

one or more servers accessible over an electronic network, said one 
or more servers being adapted to collect information from each of a plurality of event 
attendees, said event attendees having attended an event and having used an event access 
document having a unique value provided thereon to gain access to said event, said 
information including contact information for the event attendee, a grant or denial of 
permission to contact the event attendee, and the unique value provided on the event 
access document used by the event attendee; 

a database provided in said one or more servers, said database 
storing at least a part of said collected information and an indication for each of said 
unique values of whether the unique value corresponds to a prize; 

said one or more servers informing each of said event attendees 
over said electronic network of whether the unique value provided on the event access 
document used by the event attendee corresponds to a prize. 

62. An apparatus according to claim 61, wherein the unique value provided on 
each of said event access documents corresponds to a prize. 

63. An apparatus according to claim 62, wherein the prizes corresponding to 
each of the unique values fall into two or more categories. 
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64. An apparatus according to claim 61 , said one or more servers providing 
redemption data to each of said event attendees over said electronic network, said 
redemption data indicating how the corresponding prize can be redeemed. 

65. An apparatus according to claim 61, said one or more servers having 
electronic mail software, said one or more servers generating and transmitting to each of 
said event attendee an electronic mail message informing the event attendee of whether 
the unique value provided on the event access document used by the event attendee 
corresponds to a prize 

66. An apparatus according to claim 65, wherein the unique value provided on 
each of said event access documents corresponds to a prize. 

67. An apparatus according to claim 66, wherein the prizes corresponding to 
each of the unique values fall into two or more categories. 

68. An apparatus according to claim 66, wherein said electronic mail message 
includes redemption data indicating how the corresponding prize can be redeemed. 

69. An apparatus according to claim 61, said contact information comprising 
as electronic mail address of the event attendee and said permission comprising 
permission to contact the event attendee by electronic mail. 
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70. An apparatus according to claim 61, said contact information comprising a 
telephone number of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to 
contact the event attendee by telephone. 

71 . An apparatus according to claim 6 1 , said contact information comprising a 
street address of the event attendee and said permission comprising permission to contact 
the event attendee by physical mail. 

72. An apparatus according to claim 61, said one or more servers having data 
evaluation software, said data evaluation software being adapted to evaluate the 
information collected from each of said event attendees against variable criteria and send 
an error message over said electronic network to any said event attendee fi-om which 
information not meeting said variable criteria was collected. 

73. An apparatus according to claim 72, said data evaluation software being 
fiirther adapted to evaluate the information collected from each of said event attendee and 
send a duplicate information message over said electronic network to any said event 
attendee from which duplicate information was collected. 

74. An apparatus according to claim 61, said database comprising a relational 
database management system. 
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75. An apparatus according to claim 31, said one or more servers further 
comprising means for generating one or more dynamic reports based upon at least a 
portion of said at least a part of said collected information stored in said database in 
response to a request from an authorized party, 

5 

76. An apparatus according to claim 75, said one or more servers adapted to 
receive said request from and transmit said one or more dynamic reports to said 
authorized party over said electronic network. 

10 77. An apparatus according to claim 61, said one or more servers further 

comprising means for generating one or more dynamic reports based upon at least a 
portion of said at least a part of said collected information stored in said database in 
response to a request from an authorized party. 

15 78. An apparatus according to claim 77, said one or more servers adapted to 

receive said request from and transmit said one or more dynamic reports to said 
authorized party over said electronic network. 

79. A method of collecting contact information for a plurality of individuals 
20 and permission to contact said individuals, comprising: 

issuing a plurality of event access documents, said event access 
documents providing access to an event, each of said event access documents having a 
unique value provided thereon; 
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providing notice to a plurality of attendees attending said event that 
the unique value provided on one or more of said event access documents may be used to 
collect a prize; 

providing one or more servers coupled to an electronic network 
5 adapted to collect information over said electronic network from one or more information 
submitting attendees, said information comprising contact information for the 
information submitting attendee, a grant or denial of permission to contact the 
information submitting attendee, and the unique value provided on the event access 
document used by the information submitting attendee; 
1 0 storing at least a part of the collected information on said one or 

more servers; and 

informing each of the information submitting attendees over said 
electronic network of whether the unique value provided on the event access document 
used by the information submitting attendee entitles that information submitting attendee 
15 to collect a prize. 



80. A method according to claim 79, further comprising hosting a website on 
said one or mere servers and instructing said attendees to visit said specified website to 
determine prize eligibility, said website facilitating the collection of said information 
20 form said information submitting attendees. 



81. A method according to claim 79, said contact information comprising an 
electronic mail address of the information submitting attendee and said permission 
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corapnsmg permission to contact the information submitting attendee by electronic mail. 



82. A method according to claim 79, said contact information comprising a 
telephone number of the information submitting attendee and said permission comprising 
permission to contact the information submitting attendee by telephone. 

83. A method according to claim 79, said contact information comprising a 
street address of the information submitting attendee and said permission comprising 
permission to contact the information submitting attendee by physical mail. 

84. A method according to claim 79, wherein the unique value provided on 
each of said event access documents may be used to collect a prize, said informing step 
further comprising informing each of the information submitting attendees of a prize 
corresponding to the unique value provided on the event access document used by the 
information submitting attendee. 

85. A method according to claim 84, wherein the prizes corresponding to each 
of the unique values fall into two or more categories. 

86. A method according to claim 79, further comprising the steps of 
evaluating the information collected from each of said information submitting attendees 
against variable criteria and sending an error message over said electronic network to any 
said information submitting attendee from which information not meeting said variable 



45 



criteria was collected. 



87. A method according to claim 79, further comprising the steps of 
evaluating the information collected from each of said information submitting attendees 
and sending a duplicate information message over said electronic network to any said 
information submitting attendee from which duplicate information was collected. 

88. A method according to claim 79, further comprising the step of providing 
redemption data over said electronic network to each of the information submitting 
attendees entitled to collect a prize, said redemption data indicating how the prize 
corresponding to the event access document used by the information submitting attendee 
can be redeemed. 

89. A method according to claim 88, said redemption data including a 
hyperlink to a redemption web page through which the prize can be redeemed. 

90. A method according to claim 79, said storing step further comprising 
storing said at least a part of the collected information in a relational database provided 
on said one or more servers. 

91 . A method according to claim 1 , said collecting step further comprising 
providing data for creating a registration web page to each of said information submitting 
attendees, said registration web page being adapted to facilitate the input of said 
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infonnation by the information submitting attendee. 

92. A method according to claim 91 , said registration web page comprising 
one or more text boxes and a submit button. 

5 

93. A method according to claim 79, said informing step further comprising 
providing data for creating a prize web page to each of said information submitting 
attendees entitled to collect a prize, said prize web page being adapted to display the prize 
corresponding to the unique number provided on the event access document used by the 

10 information submitting attendee. 

94. A method according to claim 93, each said prize web page including 
redemption data indicating how the displayed prize can be redeemed. 

15 95, A method according to claim 94, said redemption data including a 

hyperlink to a redemption web page through which the displayed prize can be redeemed. 

96. A method according to claim 80, said website having one or more prize 
web pages for informing each of said information submitting attendees of whether the 
20 unique value provided on the event access document used by the information submitting 
attendee corresponds to a prize. 
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97. A method according to claim 96, wherein the unique value provided on 
each of said event access documents corresponds to a prize. 

98. A method according to claim 97, wherein the prizes corresponding to each 
5 of the unique values fall into two or more categories, 

99. A method according to claim 96, wherein said one or more prize web 
pages provided to each of said information submitting attendees includes redemption data 
indicating how the corresponding prize can be redeemed. 

10 

1 00. A method according to claim 99, said redemption data including a 
hyperlink to a redemption web page through which the corresponding prize can be 
redeemed. 

15 101. A method according to claim 79, further comprising providing said one or 

more servers with electronic mail software and generating and transmitting to each of 
said information submitting attendees an electronic mail message informing the 
information submitting attendee of whether the unique value provided on the event access 
document used by the information submitting attendee corresponds to a prize. 

20 

1 02. A method according to claim 101, wherein the unique value provided on 
each of said event access documents corresponds to a prize. 
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103. A method according to claim 102, wherein the prizes corresponding to 
each of the unique values fall into two or more categories. 

104. A method according to claim 102, wherein said electronic mail message 
5 includes redemption data indicating how the corresponding prize can be redeemed. 

105. A method according to claim 1 04, said redemption data including a 
hyperlink to a redemption web page through which the corresponding prize can be 
redeemed. 

10 

1 06. A method according to claim 79, further comprising providing said one or 
more servers with data evaluation software, said data evaluation software being adapted 
to evaluate the information collected from each of said information submitting attendees 
against variable criteria and send an error message over said electronic network to any 

1 5 said information submitting attendee from which information not meeting said variable 
criteria was collected. 

1 07. A method according to claim 1 06, said data evaluation software being 
fiirther adapted to evaluate the information collected from each of said information 

20 submitting attendees and send a duplicate information message over said electronic 

network to any said information submitting attendee from which duplicate information 
was collected. 



49 



m 
m 
m 

cn 

0 

rii 

u 
Q 

|4 



108. A method according to claim 79, further comprising providing said one or 
more servers with a relational database management system. 
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